Teaching and learning with ICT in secondary English


4 Composing and transforming

1 - Manipulate their own text on screen

In English, pupils use language creatively, in speech and writing, to express their ideas, thoughts and feelings. They use and adapt material for different audiences and purposes.. ICT can help pupils in the writing process, to plan, draft and revise by enabling them to manipulate their own text on screen

Information: The materials in this sub-section were written by Judith Kneen

Introduction 

Despite the fondness some famous writers have for using handwriting rather than computer, the keyboard is merely a tool, like pen or pencil, for expressing the writer’s mind.  For the young writer, in particular, it offers many advantages over the pen, notably in the area of revision and improvement, by removing unnecessary rewriting.

Once the initial barrier of the blank page has been left behind, many young writers feel that their job is over – the text has been written and, apart from a spell check, there is nothing more to be done. ICT can help you to ease students forward into revising and refining their first drafts.  At the same time, students can be offered new ways of creating texts and be moved on to a greater understanding of:

· how there are many choices to made as a writer 

· the impact and power of individual words

· the need to use words with precision

· the subtleties of word choice

· effective ways to present their writing.

Not only does ICT enable easier and faster revisions of writing, it provides students with a selection of organizational, checking and presentational tools which can support the manipulation of text.  Tables, bullet points, language checks and ‘WordArt’ are just some of the techniques you might exploit in the English classroom.

This subsection provides teaching ideas for the manipulation of text on screen, specifically using the thesaurus facility. The lesson example explores antonyms; for another example of text manipulation, see the resource on creating a shape poem in sub-section 5 of section 4: ‘adapt existing text dynamically’.
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