Teaching and learning with ICT in secondary English


A different landscape - Natal

Here is a description from a writer named Rider Haggard.  It describes a landscape in South Africa. See if you change the atmosphere in this description, using antonyms.

How to do it:

· Save this document to your own folder.

· Read it through and consider the words you would like to change – think about the effect of adjectives, verbs and adverbs.

· Try to find antonyms for these words and replace the words.

· Check that you have selected the right meaning from the left-hand side, and you can double-click the antonyms to find more.

· Avoid using the same antonym more than once (so you will need to explore the synonyms and antonyms carefully).

· Check that the words are in the right form and read properly in the sentence.

· Where you cannot find an antonym, or a suitable one, on the computer you might be able to think up an alternative yourself.

· Give your writing a final check to ensure you are happy with the results.  

At last, one beautiful evening in January, which is our most hot month, we steamed along the coast of Natal, expecting to make Durban Point by sunset. It is a lovely coast all along from East London, with its striking sandhills and wide sweeps of vivid green, and bordered by a ribbon of white surf which spouts up in spectacular pillars of foam where it hits the rocks. But just before you get to Durban there is a peculiar richness about it. There are the deep ravines cut in the hills by the heavy rains of centuries, down which the rivers gush; there is the deepest green of the bush, growing as God planted it, and the other vibrant colours of the mealie-gardens and the sugar-patches, while here and there a white house, smiling out at the calm sea, gives an air of pleasantness to the scene.

Adapted from King Solomon’s Mines by H Rider Haggard

Composing and transforming 4.1.1 Resource F
© NATE 2005
Page 1

