Teaching and learning with ICT in secondary English


A different Bill Sikes

Below  is the description of a character called Bill Sikes. He’s a thoroughly nasty character from Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens. See if you change his character. 

How to do it:

· Save this document to your own folder.

· Read the passage and look at the highlighted words – think about the effect of adjectives, verbs and adverbs.

· Use the thesaurus to find antonyms for these words.

· Check that you have selected the right meaning from the left-hand side, and you can double-click the antonyms to find more.

· Avoid using the same antonym more than once (so you will need to explore the synonyms and antonyms carefully).

· Check that the words are in the right form and read properly in the sentence.

· Where you cannot find an antonym, or a suitable one, on the computer you might be able to think up an alternative yourself.

· Give your writing a final check to ensure you are happy with the results.  


Adapted from Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens

The man who gruffly shouted out these words, was a stout fellow of about five-and-thirty, in a dark velveteen coat, very soiled drab breeches, lace-up half boots, and grey cotton stockings, which enclosed a bulky pair of legs, with large calves. He had a brown hat on his head, and a dirty handkerchief round his neck, with long tattered ends that were smeared and grubby. 
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