Teaching and learning with ICT in secondary English


2 Responding and interpreting

3 – see texts in alternative versions

Example 1

Compare original manuscripts with the modern versions, to assess how punctuation, word usage and layout change over time.

Description

This activity asks pupils to compare an old newspaper front page with a modern one.  In the examples below, The News of the World’s cover from 10 November 1914 is used and compared to the Daily Telegraph’s online ‘front page’ announcing the toppling of Saddam Hussein in 2003.  As such, the activity will be useful for A Level students preparing for one of the papers on World War I, as well as KS4 and able KS3 pupils.  As well as examining the layout, pupils are asked to read in depth to analyse how punctuation and word usage changes over time and to record specific examples.  

This core activity (using ICT to analyse changes in layout, punctuation and word usage) could be applied to any two texts on the same or similar topics, such as a Jane Austen novel and Bridget Jones, or Pepys’ diary and The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole.

As yet, there are very few facsimile versions of archive newspapers available online.  The featured article in this activity is available free from the British Library Online Newspaper Archive, which has a number of facsimile newspapers from representative years in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.   (Although some modern newspapers do offer an archive search of their previous titles, the texts are provided only in electronic format: while this is suitable for study of punctuation and word usage, it is useless for an examination of layout.  In some cases the search facility is a subscriptions service, and in others records go back only a few years.)

National Curriculum and Key Stage 3 Framework Links

National Curriculum

Reading

1) To develop understanding and appreciation of texts, pupils should be taught:

c)  how ideas, values and emotions are explored and portrayed

 
 j)  how techniques, structure, forms and styles vary

4) To develop their reading of print and ICT based information texts, pupils should be taught to:

a)  select, compare and synthesise information from different texts
  
b)  evaluate how information is presented
  
d)  identify the characteristic features, at word, sentence and text level, of            different types of texts.

5) Pupils should be taught:

b)  how choice of form, layout and presentation contribute to effect  [for example, font, caption, illustration in printed text, sequencing, framing, soundtrack in moving image text]  
  
c)  how the nature and purpose of media products influence content and meaning  [for example, selection of stories for a front page or news broadcast]

National Literacy Strategy

Year 8

Sentence level

13: recognise some of the differences in sentence structure, vocabulary and tone between a modern English text and a text from another historical period

Text level, reading

1: combine information from various sources into one coherent document

10: analyse the overall structure of a text to identify how key ideas are developed

Year 9

Sentence level

11: investigate ways English has changed over time and identify current trends of language change, e.g. word meanings

Text level, reading

7: compare the presentation of ideas, values or emotions in related or contrasting texts

8: analyse how media texts influence and are influenced by readers

9; compare themes and styles of two writers from different times

Extension activity A also covers:

Y8 Reading 9: recognise how texts are shaped by the technology they use

Yr 9 Sentence level 8: investigate the organisation and conventions of ICT texts, e.g. web pages)

What you need

Hardware and URLs:

· Ideally, a suite of PCs with Internet access, sufficient for two pupils sharing each PC.  If facilities preclude this, a maximum of three pupils could work at one PC at a time on a rota, so that each group could cover a different aspect of the worksheet and feed back to the class.

· Ideally, an interactive whiteboard (IWB) for the plenary.  Alternatively, the pages in question printed out and transferred onto OHTs.

· Core texts: front page of the News of the World, 10 November 1918, accessed via http://www.uk.olivesoftware.com/ and article from the Telegraph in 2003 on the fall of Saddam Hussein accessed at http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2003/04/10/war10.xml 

Skills

· Teacher skills:

At least the ability to log on to a given website and navigate the site with some confidence;

preferably the ability set up an interactive worksheet on the school’s intranet, access more than one browser, toggle smoothly from one screen to another and experience in using an IWB.

· Pupil skills:

At least the ability to log on to a given website and navigate the site with some confidence;

preferably the ability to access more than one browser, toggle smoothly from one screen to another, use split screens and use an interactive worksheet.

Student worksheet, either as a WP document or print version.

Explanation

Introducing the activity:

Depending on where this activity fits into your plan, it can be introduced in two main ways: either through study of World War I literature, or through a Media topic.

· World War I

It is fitting to conclude a study of literature of the war with the conclusion of the war itself.  As preparation, pupils could briefly research the events leading up to the Armistice.  Then, tell them that they are going to look at a facsimile* one of the newspapers that broadcast the good news to the British population – and compare it with a text announcing a similar event in modern times. Ask them what changes they may expect to find between a 1918 newspaper and a modern newspaper. (Refer to how newspapers today can be accessed online.)

· Media

Ask pupils where we go to find news.  (Answers will include the radio, TV, Internet, newspapers, text services, etc.)  Then ask pupils where people in 1918 would have gone to find news.  For most, newspapers were their only option.  Tell pupils they are going to investigate the differences between the ways similar events were reported in 1918, using a facsimile* of a newspaper, and in 2003. 

(*It may be necessary to remind pupils what facsimile means: an exact copy, esp. of writing, printing, picture, etc (Concise OED.)

Running the activity

Depending on the competence of your pupils, the student worksheet could be interactive (accessed as a WP document via the school’s intranet) or printed out.  (Two versions are provided.)  One of the advantages of using an interactive sheet is that the boxes expand to fit the amount of text entered.  Pupils will need to give the file a new name.  

Pupils should work in pairs on a computer.  Depending on the amount of time available to you, either ask all pupils to complete the whole of the worksheet, or delegate certain sections to certain pupils.  This would be an opportunity to differentiate.  (Pupils could then complete the worksheet during the plenary based on the feedback of their peers.)

Differentiation:

The sections on layout and headlines and would be suitable for less confident pupils, while those on advertising and the leading article would be suitable for the more confident.

Using the worksheet:

· The work could be completed if pupils accessed first one website, then the other, but it would be far more efficient if they were at ease using two browsers, so that they could easily toggle between the texts and/or use a split screen. 

· The ‘general comments’ box at the bottom of each section of the worksheet is for pupils to add anything they feel is important that they have not already commented upon, and/or to state which text they prefer and why.

· The leading article on which much of the analysis of the 1918 text is based runs down to but does not include ‘Dramatic Interview’.

· Pupils should be encouraged to use etymological dictionaries (online or print versions) to check on the words used in the modern text that would not have existed in 1918.

Once the pupils have completed their investigation, organise a plenary so that findings can be shared and discussed.

See also the lesson notes.

Variations

Compare the News of the World page with a print version from a modern newspaper of your choice that includes war reportage on its front page (instead of the Telegraph online page).  This may be easier for new users of ICT as they would not have to use two browsers or toggle between pages online, and would give you the advantage of picking a front page of particular relevance to your prior and future teaching.  The same worksheets may be used.

Extension

This is a useful springboard from which to explore the recent history of newspapers, including:

· A) how most newspapers offer online versions as well as print versions, so that the reading public do not have to buy a newspaper at all if they have Internet access.  Online versions include www.timesonline.co.uk, www.telegraph.co.uk, www.independent.co.uk, www.guardian.co.uk .  Pupils could design and explore questions including:

· How are the online versions laid out?  

· Is there a common format?  

· What percentage of the print version is included in the online version?

· B) how two ‘broadsheet’ newspapers (The Independent, The Times) are now available in print only as ‘compact’ papers (although, interestingly, they eschew the word ‘tabloid’!)

Advice / hints & tips 

· Ensure that pupils using interactive worksheets save the file under a new, memorable name before starting work.  Encourage them to note down the new file name for easy future access.

· Remind pupils using interactive worksheets to save their work regularly.

· The full link to the Telegraph article given here in both versions of the work sheet should be used by pupils if at all possible. If they try to find it by using the site's search facility, they can do so, though it will take some time (specify the topic and the exact date, 10 April 2003, to speed this up) – and they will then be asked to log in or register. Whilst this is free, it presents a barrier that will need explaining to the class and takes up valuable time. You could use a different online version, such as the Guardian's at http://www.guardian.co.uk/international/story/0,,933500,00.html . However, the worksheets here are based on the Telegraph version – and they have photographs whilst the Guardian's story has none.

Student Worksheet (Interactive)

First of all, save this worksheet under a new name.  Make sure that it is a name that you will remember so that you can find your work again easily.

What you are going to do

You are going to look at a facsimile copy of the News of the World from the day that the end of the First World War was announced and compare it to the online ‘front page’ of the Daily Telegraph on the day that Saddam Hussein’s statue was toppled in Baghdad, which signalled the end of a phase in the war in Iraq in 2003.  You are going to look particularly at whether punctuation, word usage and layout have changed over time and, if so, what those changes are.

How you do it

· Go to the British Library Online Newspaper Archive, http://www.uk.olivesoftware.com/
Enter the site.  From the drop down boxes in the top left hand quarter, choose News of the World, 1918, November, then 10 on the calendar.  This will open a page headlined The War Is Won.  Holding your mouse over any part of the page will make it change colour; click on it to enlarge that section.

· For the article on the toppling of Saddam Hussein’s statue, click on the link below or open another Internet browser and go to

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2003/04/10/war10.xml.  

You will need to toggle between the two sites in order to compare them.  For easier detailed comparison, use a split screen arrangement.

Layout
1918 News of the World
Modern text

How many columns are there?



How many images are there?



Is the page easy to read and find your way around?

Give reasons for your answer.



General comments on the two layouts:



Headline
1918 News of the World
Modern text

What is the main headline?



Are there sub-headings?  (If so, what?)



How is punctuation used in headlines?



What effect would the headline have on the reader?  Give reasons for your answer.



General comments on the two headlines:



Leading article
1918 News of the World
Modern text

Briefly summarise the content of the article.



Roughly, how many words are there per sentence?



Roughly, how many sentences are there per paragraph?



How are quotations punctuated?  Give an example.



Are there any other interesting uses of punctuation?



List the words in the 1918 article that you would not expect to hear today.
List the words in the modern article that would not have existed in 1918.  (Use a dictionary to check.)




General comments about the punctuation and vocabulary used in the 2 leading articles:



Advertising
1918 News of the World
Modern text

How many adverts are there?



Roughly what proportion of the page is taken up with adverts?



Choose one advertisement from each text:

What is being advertised?



How does the advert emphasise its message?



How do images/pictures help emphasise the message?



How does the choice of language emphasise the message?  Include examples.



General comments about the 2 chosen advertisements and other adverts on the front pages:



Extension task

1) Choose another article from the front page of the News of the World and compare it to another article in the modern paper.  Decide on the aspects that you are going to examine and complete the table below.  (Add rows to the table if necessary.)


1918 News of the World
Modern text

Which articles will you compare?



Record aspects that you are investigating and your findings













2) Rewrite the 1918 article in the style of a modern paper and/or rewrite the modern article in the style of the 1918 News of the World article.

Student Worksheet (Print version)
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What you are going to do

You are going to look at a facsimile copy of the News of the World from the day that the end of the First World War was announced and compare it to the online ‘front page’ of the Daily Telegraph on the day that Saddam Hussein’s statue was toppled in Baghdad in 2003, which signalled the end of a phase in the war in Iraq. You are going to look particularly at whether punctuation, word usage and layout have changed over time and, if so, what those changes are.

How you do it

· Go to the British Library Online Newspaper Archive, http://www.uk.olivesoftware.com/
Enter the site.  From the drop down boxes in the top left hand quarter, choose News of the World, 1918, November, then 10 on the calendar.  This will open a page headlined The War Is Won.  Holding your mouse over any part of the page will make it change colour; click on it to enlarge that section.

· For the article on the toppling of Saddam Hussein’s statue, click on the link below or open another Internet browser and go to

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2003/04/10/war10.xml.  

You will need to toggle between the two sites in order to compare them.  For easier detailed comparison, use a split screen arrangement.

Layout
1918 News of the World
Modern text

How many columns are there?



How many images are there?



Is the page easy to read and find your way around?

Give reasons for your answer.





General comments on the two layouts:



Headline
1918 News of the World
Modern text

What is the main headline?



Are there sub-headings?  (If so, what?)



How is punctuation used in headlines?



What effect would the headline have on the reader?  Give reasons for your answer.



General comments on the two headlines:



Leading article
1918 News of the World
Modern text

Briefly summarise the content of the article.



Roughly, how many words are there per sentence?





Roughly, how many sentences are there per paragraph?



How are quotations punctuated?  Give an example.



Are there any other interesting uses of punctuation?



List the words in the 1918 article that you would not expect to hear today.
List the words in the modern article that would not have existed in 1918.  (Use a dictionary to check.)




General comments about the punctuation and words used in the 2 leading articles:



Advertising
1918 News of the World
Modern text

How many adverts are there?



Roughly what proportion of the page is taken up with adverts?



Choose one advertisement from each text:

What is being advertised?



How does the advert emphasise its message?



How do images/pictures help emphasise the message?



How does the choice of language emphasise the message?  Include examples.



General comments about the two chosen advertisements and other advertisements on the front pages:



Extension task

1) Choose another article from the front page of the News of the World and compare it to another article in the modern paper.  Decide on the aspects that you are going to examine and complete the table below.  


1918 News of the World
Modern text

Which articles will you compare?



Record aspects that you are investigating and your findings

















2) Rewrite the 1918 article in the style of a modern paper and/or rewrite the modern article in the style of the 1918 News of the World article.

Lesson notes:  Compare original manuscripts with the modern versions

Lesson Topic 

Compare an original manuscript (News of the World, 10.11.1918) with a modern manuscript on the same theme, (Telegraph online, 10.04.2003).  Assess how punctuation, word usage and layout have changed over time.

NLS references:  
Y8 SL13; TL1, 10



Y9 SL11; TL7, 8, 9

NC references: 
Reading 1c, j; 4a, b, d; 5b, c

Introduction

Either

We have been studying the literature of World War I.  How would people in 1918 have heard news of the end of the war?  

Or

How do we find out the news today? (Brainstorm different media)  How did people get access to the news in 1918? 

How might a newspaper in 1918 be different to a modern newspaper?

Development

· Divide pupils into pairs and allocate to a computer.

· Instruct pupils to access the interactive worksheet OR hand out worksheets.

· Depending on a) available time and b) differentiation, instruct pupils to complete the whole worksheet or allocate specific areas to individual pairs.

· Remind pupils to complete the worksheets in as much detail as possible, including examples and quotations. 

Plenary

Present / discuss findings, using IWB to show both pages in turn or in a split screen arrangement.  Highlight the differences in layout, word usage and punctuation. Work in the order that the topics appear on the worksheet:

· Layout:  1918: note density of text, crowded columns, little illustration; 2003: note easy-to-read single column, colour photos, lots of white space, etc.

· Headline 1918: note the number of sub-headings beneath main headline, use of full-stops; 2003: note the brief headline and discuss the pun, etc.

· Leading article 1918: note the long sentences and short paragraphs, brief quotation from official statement, interesting punctuation (e.g. To-day), use of now-archaic language (e.g. referring to the enemy as ‘he’), stirring use of adjectives; 2003: note similarly long sentences and short paragraphs, use of modern terminology, starting a sentence with ‘But’, extensive use of quotation from various sources, etc.

· Advertisement  1918: note use of capital letters, relatively text-heavy; 2003: note use of colour, animation, minimal text, etc.

Extension/homework

1) Ask pupils to choose another article from the 1918 front page and compare it to an article on a similar theme from a modern newspaper (either the Telegraph or another newspaper of their choice).

2) Rewrite the 1918 article in the style of a modern paper and/or rewrite the modern article in the style of the 1918 News of the World article.

How to guide/toolbox

1) Using a split screen

written for phase 1

2) Using two or more Internet browsers:

· Open an Internet browser and access the required website in the normal way (by typing the www address into the bar at the top) or click on the link to the website in an open document.

· Minimise this web page.

· Open a second Internet browser and use it to access the next required website as before or click on the link to the next site in an open document.
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