Teaching and learning with ICT in secondary English


2 Responding and interpreting: 
3 – see texts in alternative versions

In English, pupils respond to and interpret literary and non-literary texts in spoken and written language and so develop and demonstrate their understanding and appreciation.

ICT extends and enhances pupils' response and interpretation by enabling them to see texts in alternative versions.

Information: The materials in this sub-section were written by Lorna Smith

Introduction

ICT can enhance learning about texts of all genres.  The examples covered in this sub-section include non-literary texts (newspapers) as well as literary (a poem and a play), but could easily be adapted to suit any text according to your needs.

Comparing a particular text with an earlier draft or with a similar work is an activity that has taken place in English classrooms for decades.  Now, finding those comparative texts is a relatively painless process: the Internet effectively creates a limitless library.  More and more institutions are digitising their content and posting it on the web - manuscript texts that until recently were hidden from public view are now available to all.  Back copies of newspapers are now easily obtainable.  It is simple to research the sources and early drafts of authors’ works.  The ability to tap into this huge bank of resources means that the study of any text can be enriched very simply.

The act of comparing texts is also made easier with ICT.  Pupils can use a split screen or effortlessly toggle between two screens so that differences are more easily spotted and comparisons drawn.

The idea that if pupils sit staring at texts at a computer they are prevented from engaging with them must be dispelled.  The discussion of texts in small groups and as a class can be enhanced using ICT.  Using a suite of computers, all pupils are easily able to see the texts in question, move around them and annotate them with ease – no more torn photocopies.  Sharing a play or a film on a video, visualiser or DVD is enhanced when notes about the text can be made quickly and easily using an Interactive Whiteboard; those notes can be distributed to the class at the touch of a button at the end of the lesson.  One of the joys of using ICT in the classroom is seeing how old texts (read ‘boring texts’ from a pupil’s perspective) are brought to life again.

This unit provides lessons that exemplify these ideas. 

2.3.1 focuses on accessing, by means of the Internet, a facsimile of a newspaper announcing the end of World War I and comparing it to an on-line newspaper announcing the toppling of Saddam Hussein in 2003 that marked the end of the first phase of the Iraq war.  Because pupils are able to see exactly what the 1918 newspaper looked like (rather than simply a transcript), they are able to assess how the layout and presentation of the press has changed over time, as well as how word usage and punctuation has altered.

2.3.2 focuses on accessing an early version of Tennyson’s The Lady of Shalott via the Internet and comparing it with his later version.  Pupils are encouraged to consider and account for the changes the poet made.  A wealth of other material on the poem is also available, including illustrations and paintings, notes and references, and as such would be valuable to anyone from a newcomer to the poem to an undergraduate.

2.3.3 focuses on comparing a film version and an animated version of the end of Act 1 scene v of Romeo and Juliet, with a view to pupils drawing up their own director’s notes – perfect preparation for the Year 9 SAT.  Using an interactive whiteboard, the teacher can model how to annotate a script to launch the activity, and can return to add details to those notes at any stage of the process.
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