Teaching and learning with ICT in secondary English


3 Reflecting and evaluating

4 - Annotate their work

In English, pupils reflect upon and evaluate both their own and others' language use,
spoken and written, to refine their own practice and learn from others. ICT extends and enhances this process by allowing pupils to annotate their work

Information: The materials in this sub-section were written by Eddie Halliday

Introduction

The composition process is often something that is hidden from view but when it is visible and explicit is immensely useful. It is possible to make students focus on the composition process itself and therefore put themselves at arm’s length from the content which so often dominates their thinking. It is not something that should, necessarily, has to be undertaken on an individual level and it is useful, as with so many ICT activities, if it stimulates focussed discussion which will serve to deepen understanding.

The drafting process is usually difficult for students as it entails recreating a piece of work and combining thoughts and ideas and corrections which may be in several different places. ICT enables this process to be brought together and for the same text to be used throughout from initial brainstorm to final draft. Discussion about work is essential to clarify and develop understanding. However, this discussion often does not lead to improved work due to the nature of the discussion and the fact that it does not necessarily focus closely on the writing and does not enables students to improve and change their writing easily.

These lessons look at written rather than spoken language and describe the simple processes through which students can explain why they have written something in the way that they have. This makes the student focus clearly on what they are doing and why and makes the writing process explicit rather than implicit. The note-making process is something that can be performed on paper but ICT brings an added dimension and allows the work to retain its original form while the annotations can be revealed or hidden at the click of a button. It also enables the drafting process to continue and for the students to reflect on what they have already achieved before moving onto a final draft.
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