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iii. access a wider range of media

Send a video or audio-taped presentation about their school life to a school in their twin town
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Introduction

There is a requirement in the National Curriculum for pupils to develop presentations to different audiences and to consider elements such as form, sequencing, use of soundtracks and so on. The creation of a video presentation provides the opportunity to achieve this. It also allows pupils to develop skills in other I CT related areas and to try their hand at working with a medium that is common to their every day lives. It also helps develop ICT capability as outlined under the KS3 Strategy, particularly ‘Developing ideas and making things happen’ and ‘Exchanging and sharing’.

Pupils will be able to explore the language of moving images with particular focus on how moving image texts are internally constructed. They will also need to consider their audience and how to appeal to them. They will need to consider the various implications relating to the development of the content of their video presentation and the kind of messages they wish to convey about life at their school. This will include: the role each pupil takes in a group presentation, the need to collaborate and share ideas in an organised way, how to use sound to add atmosphere or emphasis, how to make the best use of available technology and what exactly they wish to convey to their audience and the best method for doing this. 

Creation of moving image texts using either webcams or, preferably, digital video cameras provides pupils with an engaging and creative learning process which involves them fully in the use of ICT, particularly when they come to use digital video editing software in the classroom. This activity will also appeal to a broad range of different types of learner – e.g.: kinaesthetic, auditory, visual. It will also develop interpersonal skills and spatial and creative awareness. Using editing software is also an effective way of developing students’ understanding of moving image texts. The software allows them to work with moving image texts as they would with a printed text and acts as a rich stimulus for discussion

Above all, creating a digital video for presentation  to another class or school is enjoyable, engaging and therefore motivating. The skills gained from this exercise are transferable to other areas of the English curriculum. An example of this could be – using digital video editing software to sequence clips from a film of a novel or play, with a view to discussing narrative or plot development, demonstration of character etc.
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