Teaching and learning with ICT in secondary English


Section 6: Communicating and collaborating

Subsection 1: communicate and collaborate with others widely, efficiently and flexibly

In English, pupils communicate and collaborate with many audiences and communities in and beyond the class room, as part of both the process and the product of their work.

Information: The materials in this sub-section were written by Phil Grosset

Introduction

ICT can be a powerful enabler in allowing pupils to work on collaborative projects within the classroom, as well as beyond the confines of their own school.

The activities in this section set out three main examples of collaboration and communication:

1. Pupils work together to produce a class website for Macbeth. Groups of pupils will have different areas of responsibility, including co-ordinating roles.

2. Pupils initiate and contribute to an electronic class discussion. This forces pupils to contribute to a discussion, using only the power of their written communication, not their force of personality.

3. Pupils contribute electronic book reviews to a public web site. Not only does this introduce them to a wide range of opinions: it allows them to contribute to a text with a genuine purpose and audience.

By producing a group website, pupils are forced to consider multiple purposes and audiences for a single text. For example, the website may contain a Macbeth revision guide written by and for Year 9 pupils taking SATs. This will have significantly different reader requirements to a history page on Shakespeare’s theatre.  In this case, the use of ICT allows pupils to work together to create a single, cohesive piece of work (a completed website), with many subsections within it. The website can serve as a permanent record of classroom activities though, unlike a traditional classroom display, it can also include rich content such as video or audio. The range of possible web writing tasks gives a large amount of scope for pupils to be allocated tasks that will play to their strengths, or develop their weaknesses.

Similarly, ICT provides important new opportunities for class discussion. An electronic discussion group enables a long running discussion that spans more than one lesson, and potentially involves other classes or schools. Furthermore, ICT supports less confident oral contributors, and creates a permanent, searchable record of an otherwise transient event. Contributing a book review for an external website allows pupils to engage in a wider debate, which will include readers with different opinions to their own, from a range backgrounds and age groups.

Perhaps the common thread is the opportunity for pupils to create and contribute to real texts and genuine discussions, with a life outside the classroom.
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